
 
 
 
 

 
NEW SOUTH WALES TERTIARY STUDENT RUGBY LEAGUE  

Annual General Meeting 
 

Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club – 29 th October 2007  
 

 
1. PRESENT   
EXECUTIVE 
John McMartin  President  (UWS Nirimba) 
John Tsiklieris  Treasurer  (Macquarie) 
Steven Birchall  Secretary  (UWS Nirimba) 
Kieran Lorraine  Asst Secretary  (Cumberland) 
Bob Lennox  Vice President  (UWS Nirimba) 
Matt Guarrerra  Vice President  (UTS) 
Henry Albornez  Vice President  (Cumberland) 
Glenn Reece  Vice President  (Referees) 
 
NON EXECUTIVE 
Kaitlin Lorraine     (Cumberland) 
Lucas Duncombe    (Newcastle) 
Stephen Nemeth    (RailCorp) 
Malik Helweh     (RailCorp) 
Pat Lock     (UWS Macarthur) 
Shane Lock     (UWS Macarthur) 
Patrick Rehayem    (Cumberland) 
Alex Floros     (Cumberland) 
Robert Weisback    (UWS Nirimba) 
 
 
2. APOLOGIES  
Luke Meredith     (Sydney) 
Tas Baitieri  NSWRL Academy (NSWRL) 
Joel Benegall     (CSU Bathurst) 
Michael Connolly    (West Sydney Blues) 
 
 
3. LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
The minutes from the last Annual General Meeting as being accurate and fair were moved by 
Bob Lennox and Seconded by Glen Reece. 
 
4. REPORTS RELATING TO 2007 
President: 
President of the League, John McMartin read out the report provided by him to the NSWRL 
highlighting the main points of concern and successes of season 2007.   A copy of the presidents 
report is available from John McMartin.  
 



Treasurer: 
A copy of the latest financials was presented at the meeting by 2007 Treasurer, John Tsiklieris. 
The major point of different from the 2007 financial report to 2006 is the increased spending on 
the relevant Tertiary representative teams.  
 
 
Referees: 
The Referees association raised to the committee the problems they suffered in 2007 in terms of 
servicing all games, with injuries and referee ‘snatching’ by other district leagues, limited the 
number of available referees per week. 
 
On a positive note in 2008, one of the University Cup touch judges has stepped up to now being 
an officially accredited referee meaning he will be available for duty next season, whilst another 
official gained their level 2 accreditation. 
 
The University Cup referees association has also been successful in recruiting the league’s first 
female official, and is in the process of setting up an agreement with the St George District 
Referees association to help officiate games at Tempe.   
 
 
Representative: 
2007 NSW Tertiary Side Tour of Japan and International against New Zealand 
The officials in charge of representative fixtures raised their disappointment over the poor turn out 
for the trials for the 2007 NSW Tertiary representative side.  Only 20 players made themselves 
available for the initial training sessions, with problems with communicating these particular trials 
raised as a point of concern that needs to be addressed in 2008. 
 
The NSW Tertiary tour to Japan was a success with the team winning both games over in Tokyo 
before facing the touring NZ Universities side at St Mary’s where the side went down 34 – 14. 
 
Coach for the NSW Tertiary side, Stuart Raper, commented on how professional and well 
behaved each of the players on the tour where and how much he enjoyed his experience 
coaching and being involved in Tertiary Rugby League. 
 
Aaron Raper provided similar feedback on the Australian Students side which went down to New 
Zealand Universities 24 – 20 on the following Saturday, and also featured 4 players from our 
league. 
 
Rugby League World Cup 
It was brought to the League’s attention as well that the Tertiary Student Rugby League World 
Cup will now be going ahead in July, running from the 4th – 19th and will be based out of Griffith 
Universities in Brisbane. 
 
A minimum of eight nations will take part in the tournament with Australia, New Zealand, England, 
Ireland, Wales and Scotland all confirmed.  Russia, PNG, Greece, France and Fiji have all raised 
interest as potential contenders for the remaining spots in the tournament. 
 
The Australian team for the Rugby League World Cup will be chosen from the NSW v 
Queensland Students game, which is currently penciled in to be played as a curtain raiser to the 
AAMI City v Country Origin match on Friday, May 2 2008 at WIN Stadium, Wollongong.   
 
As a result of the May inter-state clash, the league will again need to hold trials for the NSW side 
early in the season. 
 



Player Eligibility 
It has been confirmed by Australian University Sports, that Australian representative sides may 
now include players who are studying at TAFE or other accredited Tertiary institutes. 
 
This means the Australian Students side will be fully recognised in season 2008. 
 
 
NSW Tertiary End of Season Tour 
The league has been presented, via Rugby League International Federation, a couple of options 
for its regular end of season tour.  The options include: 
 

- A tour via Serbia and Lebanon  
- Tour of Fiji and potentially one other Pacific Island. 

 
These tours, if they occur would be run in September, and will be decided at future General 
Meetings of the NSWTSRL to decide whether it is beneficial and fiscally viable to run.   
 
 
5. GENERAL BUSINESS RELATING TO SEASON 2007 
Off-Field Administration 
The University Cup Referees Association made an observation that in season 2007 the standard 
of off-field admin for games was below par.  The league agreed that in 2008 a concerted effort 
must be made to raise this level and ensure that the basics are adhered to at every game; 
otherwise penalties will need to be considered. 
 
A minimum requirements guide will be considered for season 2008 to help clubs improve their off-
field admin. 
 
 
6. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE FOR SEASON 2008 
All 2007 positions where cleared prior to the election of the committee. 
 

Patron:  Colin Love 
   Moved by John Tsiklieris, seconded by Steven Birchall 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 President: John McMartin 
   Moved by John Tsiklieris, seconded by Glen Reece 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 Secretary: Steven Birchall 
   Moved by John McMartin, seconded by Bob Lennox 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 Ass. Secretary: Kaitlin Lorraine 
   Moved by Matt Guarrerra, seconded by Steven Birchall 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 Registrar: Rob Weisback 
   Moved by Rob Weisback, seconded by Bob Lennox 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 Treasurer: Matt Guarrerra 
   Moved by Matt Guarrerra, seconded by Glen Reece 
   Elected Unopposed 
 



 Vice President: Kieran Lorraine  
   Moved by John McMartin, seconded by John Tsiklieris 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
   Glen Reece 
   Moved by Bob Lennox, seconded by Steven Birchall 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
   Henry Albornez  
   Moved by Matt Guarrerra, seconded by John McMartin 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
   Lucas Duncombe  
   Moved by Bob Lennox, seconded by Matt Guarrerra 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
   Bob Lennox 
   Moved by John McMartin, seconded by John Tsiklieris 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 Judiciary: John Tsiklieris 
   Moved by John Tsiklieris, seconded by Steven Birchall 
   Elected Unopposed 
 
 
7. GENERAL BUSINESS CONCERNING 2008 
Title Sponsorship 
Teach.NSW, who have sponsored the league for the past three seasons, has tentatively 
committed to sponsoring the NSWTSRL in season 2008 on the provision that the Liberal 
Government is re-elected in the November Federal Election. 
 
If the Liberal Government is not re-elected, Teach.NSW cannot currently commit to whether or 
not it will have the funding available to sponsor the competition. 
 
Challenge Cup / Nines 
The Hellenic Students have raised their interest in participating within the 2008 NSW Tertiary 
League Challenge Cup and Nines competitions. 
 
West Sydney Team: 
The proposal for the new West Sydney team, titled the Blues, has been approved by the League 
on the condition that it meets all the requirements of the NSWTSRL constitution.  Based upon 
current discussions between the League and Mick Connolly of the new side, the team currently 
meets those requirements.   
 
Prospective Teams for 2008: 
The following prospective teams have been put forward for season 2008: 
  UTS (3 Teams) 
  Cumberland (2 Teams) 
  RailCorp (1 Team) 
  Nirimba (2 Teams) 
  Newcastle (1 Team) 
  West Sydney (1 Team) 
  Bathurst (2 Teams) 
  Macquarie (1 Team) 
  Macarthur (2 Teams) 
  Sydney University (2 Teams) 



 
The First Division / Second Division Split is currently looking like: 
 
First Division: (8 Teams) 
UTS, Cumberland, Nirimba, West Sydney, Bathurst, Macquarie, Macarthur, Sydney Uni 
 
Second Division: (9 Teams) 
UTS (2), Cumberland, RailCorp, Nirimba, Newcastle, Bathurst, Macarthur, Sydney Uni 
 
 
Macarthur potential colour change: 
The Macarthur side has raised a possible colour change for season 2008, adopting a similar 
jersey to the current Penrith Panthers 2007 alternate strip. 
 
This jersey will be presented at the next general meeting to ensure there are no colour clashes  
 
Centenary Logo: 
Whilst not compulsory, all teams are encouraged to use the Centenary logo on their jersey for 
season 2008.  The Centenary logo has been provide already to most jersey manufacturers, 
however badges are also available to order for free from 
www.rugbyleague.com.au/onecommunity  
 
 
 

MEETING CLOSED AT 8.30PM 
Next Meeting: General Committee Meeting  

Monday, 3 rd December 2007 at 7:00pm  


